
 On Apr. 9, Dallas Jessup brought "Just 
Yell Fire", a self-defense presentation for 
girls of all ages, to Eastern New Mexico 
University at the University Theatre's main 
stage.

Jessup saw a video in class about a girl 
getting raped and was extremely upset by 
it; as a black belt in Tae Kwon Do, she 
wanted to teach girls how to protect 
themselves. 

Jessup put together a video of 10 
self-defense techniques that girls can use to 
protect themselves. She showed the video 
to a teacher who showed it to his peers and 
from there the project exploded. 

She needed a director, producer, and 

actors. She fundraised $600,000 to produce 
the video, all of which was donated. 

Jessup has toured with her video 
throughout the United States and other 
parts of the world. She spent two weeks in 
India. She is currently planning two 
international trips - one to Australia and the 
other to South Africa. 

Jessup is a freshman at Vanderbilt 
University. Traveling an average of 10,000 
miles a month, she has done six 
presentations since the start of her school 
year at the Nashville, Tenn. university. 

Jessup is working to start programs in 
Tennessee. She is working on a train the 
trainer program, in which teachers, 
counselors and other professionals get 
certified in Just Yell Fire and then teach 
classes. 

Jessup is a Communications and Political 
Science major. As far as her career 
is concerned, Jessup wants to 
attend law school. She would like 
to go into broadcast and use it in 
public relations and marketing to 
publicize solutions to social issues. 

The biggest benefit that Jessup 
has experienced is helping people. 
She wants to convey that, 
"something deemed impossible 
isn't necessarily impossible."

Also, "Your rights are your 
rights. Even if they're cute or 
family friends, if it's pushing a 
boundary, don't let it happen," she 
said. 

"Fight back," she also says. 

Many girls freeze up and instantly become 
victims, but girls can get away. Jessup says 
scratch, bite, scream, kick. 

Jessup shared that while she was getting 
her toes done the day of the presentation, 
she got an email saying that one of her 
friend's friends had seen the presentation 
and had been able to protect herself from 
getting raped by getting away. 

Having started such a success, Jessup 
says she enjoys "Just Yell Fire", but when 
the time is right she would be glad to step 
down and let a better fit take over "Just Yell 
Fire". 

"Just Yell Fire" has reached over 
1,200,000 girls.
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Presenter teaches 
self-defense

Passing by the Jack Williamson Liberal Arts building, 
one may briefly pause before the bust on display outside 
the building. The building is named for science fiction 
writer, Eastern New Mexico University alumni, profes-
sor, as well as 
friend to the 
campus, Dr. 
Jack William-
son. For the 
past 34 year’s 
the College of 
Liberal Arts 
and Sciences 
hosts the Jack 
W i l l i a m s o n 
L e c t u r e s h i p , 
named for the 
man who orig-
inally started 
the lecture-
ship.

This year on 
Apr. 8 and 9 
the 34th An-
nual Jack Wil-

liamson Lectureship was held. The lectureship hosted 
authors Ian Tregillis, Melinda Snodgrass, Walter Jon 
Williams, Connie Willis, and Steven Gould. Also in at-
tendance was the family of Williamson, his agent Elea-
nor Wood, science fiction publisher Stephen Haffner, 
and ENMU’s Sean Shephard of the Golden Library, 

as well as many 
students from the 
campus.

“ L e c t u r e s h i p 
venerates the 
memory of Jack. 
His works is one 
of the guiding 
lines of science 
fiction in most of 
the 20th century,” 
said Ian Tregillis, 
the guest speaker 
at the event. Tre-
gillis also is a 
physicist and au-
thor, whose novel 
“Bitter Seed” has 
just recently been 
released.

Tregillis and 

other guests turned 
up at the event to 
honor the memory 
and ideals Dr. Jack 
Williamson stood 
for.

 “I come here ev-
ery year,” Williams, 
author of “This Is 
Not a Game” and 
“Deep State” said. 
“I’m just very happy 
to see this continue 
on after Jack passed 
away. It is a wonder-
ful tradition.” Wil-
liams also noted that 
this year he saw more students taking part in the events 
the lectureship offered.

As every year the lectureship continued for two days 
with all kinds of events. Friday morning authors, Snod-
grass, Gould, and Williams talked with Eastern students 
about being a writer. 

“The most important thing for any writer is to write no 
matter how long it takes to break in,” Tregillis said.

“Who knows only his own gen-
eration remains always a child” 
- George Norlin 

Learning about the past can 
help dictate the future only if we 
are willing to gain knowledge of 
what events occurred and why 
they are so relevant.

The History department at 
Eastern New Mexico University 
provides an immaculate atten-
tion to detail in three different 
disciplines: United States, Euro-
pean and non-Western history. 
Six different professors who all 
have strengths in the many sub-
jects head each emphasis.

Forty-nine credit hours along 
with a Minor are required to 
complete the History degree. 
With 32 courses offered, the 
History department is one of the 
most meticulous majors offered 
at ENMU. 

The eyes of history students 
are opened to classes ranging 
from People and Cultures of 
the World to Absolutism and 
Enlightenment. 

Instructors like Dr. Peggy 
Hardman emphasize the impor-
tance of critical thinking. “I 
want [the students] to become 
active participating citizens. It’s 
their country,” Hardman said. 
“Maybe they won’t be so afraid 
to get out there and get involved 
in it.”

Hardman’s main goal is to get 
students involved in their sur-
roundings while using what 
they have learned in her classes. 
“I like getting students to under-
stand what citizenship means 

and how it all works.”
“Most of us that end up teach-

ing, we have an area that we like 
and a time frame we’re really 
comfortable with,” continued 
Hardman. 

Each professor goads their stu-
dents into excellence in what-
ever field they choose. Students 
have the option to choose from a 
Bachelor of Arts or Bachelor of 
Science degree plan. 

Senior Jere Johnston is enam-
ored with her classes and strives 
to learn more. “I love all the 
professors. They give really 
neat insight into each of their 
subject,” Johnston said.

But, there is more to the History 
department than just instruction. 
“It’s a lot of hands-on learn-
ing, especially the upper level 
classes. A lot of people think the 
stereotype of history is just sit-
ting there taking notes and writ-
ing down the dates,” continued 
Johnston. “It’s not that, it’s actu-
ally discussing what happened 
when it came to the history.”

Johnston is perpetually chal-
lenged by her course work. With 
many different career opportu-
nities available, the senior needs 
to be well prepared. 

A degree in History opens the 
doors to teachers, researchers, 
communicators, lawyers, librar-
ians and a plethora of opportuni-
ties.

“Part of my job is teaching 
teachers,” said Hardman in ref-
erence to her position. “The 
way you teach changes over 
time because at this school, our 
number One priority is teaching. 
And you have to adapt.” 
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On Apr. 9, Dallas Jessup 
brought “Just Yell Fire”, a self-
defense presentation for girls of 
all ages, to Eastern New Mexi-
co University at the University 
Theatre’s main stage.

Jessup saw a video in class 
about a girl getting raped and 
was extremely upset by it; as a 
black belt in Tae Kwon Do, she 
wanted to teach girls how to 
protect themselves. 

Jessup put together a video of 
10 self-defense techniques that 
girls can use to protect them-
selves. She showed the video to 
a teacher who showed it to his 
peers and from there the project 
exploded. 

She needed a director, produc-

er, and actors. She fundraised 
$600,000 to produce the video, 
all of which was donated. 

Jessup has toured with her 
video throughout the United 
States and other parts of the 
world. She spent two weeks in 
India. She is currently planning 
two international trips – one to 
Australia and the other to South 
Africa. 

Jessup is a freshman at Van-
derbilt University. Traveling 
an average of 10,000 miles a 
month, she has done six pre-
sentations since the start of her 
school year at the Nashville, 
Tenn. university. 

Jessup is working to start 
programs in Tennessee. She is 
working on a train the trainer 
program, in which teachers, 
counselors and other profes-

sionals get certified in Just Yell 
Fire and then teach classes. 

Jessup is a Communications 
and Political Science major. 
As far as her career is con-
cerned, Jessup wants to attend 
law school. She would like to 
go into broadcast and use it in 
public relations and marketing 
to publicize solutions to social 
issues. 

The biggest benefit that Jessup 
has experienced is helping peo-
ple. She wants to convey that, 
“something deemed impossible 
isn’t necessarily impossible.”

Also, “Your rights are your 
rights. Even if they’re cute or 
family friends, if it’s pushing a 
boundary, don’t let it happen,” 
she said. 

“Fight back,” she also says. 
Many girls freeze up and in-
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Guest speaker, Dallas Jessup speaks with 
the girls of the Portales community Friday 
night, about their right to defend them-
selves.

Eastern New Mexico University’s student 
publication of The Chase is a member of the 
Associated Collegiate Press.
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See Williamson page 6

A historical humbling
Presenter teaches 
self-defense

Jack Williamson Lectureship remembering 
the past, looking toward the future
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Walter Jon Williams, Steven Gould, and Connie Willis take part in a panel as part of the Jack 
Williamson Lectureship. Gould, is showing off his IPad.

What’s your major?
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Huie Brown, a science tech at ENMU, volunteers to help Jessup show how a girl can 
be able to get away from any size guy.

Jacob Fox The Chase
ENMU’s Golden Library Special Col-

lections welcomed guests for the lec-
tureship.

http://www.iheartdaily.com/2010/04/cool-girl-dallas-jessup-17-of-just-yell-fire.html

Huie Brown, a science tech at ENMU, volun-
teers to help Jessup show how a girl can be 
able to get away from any size guy.
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Guest speaker, Dallas Jessup, 
speaks with the girls of the 
Portales community Friday night, 
about their right to defend them-
selves.


